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May is Mental Health Month 

Community Film Screening: Hoan Alone: Personal Stories from the Bridge 

In recognition of May Mental Health Awareness Month, the Community Outreach Prevention and 

Education Coalition (COPE) is hosting a virtual screening of the award-winning film Hoan Alone: 

Personal Stories from the Bridge, on Wednesday, May 11 at 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

The animated documentary Hoan Alone: Personal Stories from the Bridge explores Milwaukee’s 

landmark Hoan Bridge and suicide through three intimate interviews. The film highlights that the 

smallest of gestures or human contact can help save a life. 

Following the film, Mary VanHaute, who is featured in the film, will be leading a discussion on her 

personal journey as a loss survivor and effective community-based suicide prevention strategies. She 

acknowledges that although sharing her experience can’t change the past, she can make an impact on 

the future. “There’s nothing I can do about my brother’s death and so much I can do to prevent another 

death by suicide,” states Mary. 

Mary VanHaute is a Wisconsin native now living in Clearwater, Florida. She is a suicide prevention 

specialist and trainer working with groups of at-risk and treatment-resistant first responders. As a 

Master Trainer for the Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Institute, an instructor for St. Petersburg (FL) 

College’s Center for Public Safety Innovation, and a member of Florida’s First Responders Suicide 

Deterrence Task Force, she incorporates her lived experience as a survivor of suicide loss and living in a 

first responder family. 

Mental health is essential to everyone’s overall health and wellbeing. Mental Health Awareness Month 

is a time to communicate the importance of advocating for anyone with mental health concerns, so they 

receive the support and quality of care to live healthy, fulfilling lives. 

According to Heidi Pritzl, LCSW for Aspirus Koller Behavioral Health, Master Trainer for the QPR 

Institute, and co-lead to the Mental Health subcommittee for COPE, “To help someone who may be 

thinking about suicide or has a plan in place, it is important to know the warning signs and risk factors 

for suicide. According to the QPR Institute, some warning signs are things such as putting personal 

affairs in order, drug or alcohol abuse or relapse after a period of recovery, and/or sudden change in 

mood, such as unexplained anger, aggression, and irritability. Risk factors consist of a previous suicide 



 

attempt, family or personal history of mental health, being an adolescent, and/or residing in a rural 

area. The more warning signs and risk factors a person shows, the closer they may be to a possible 

attempt or completion of a suicide.” 

Community members are invited to join the Virtual Film Screening of Hoan Alone: Personal Stories from 

the Bridge. Middle school and high school students, as well as, parents, caregivers, teachers and school 

administration are encouraged to attend. Registration is required. Please use the link provided to 

register: https://go.wisc.edu/80k4so. 
 

Listed below are other resources that can help someone: 

 If you or someone you know is in an emergency, call 911 immediately. 

 If you are in crisis or are experiencing difficult or suicidal thoughts, call: 

o Tri-County Crisis Number (Forest, Oneida, Vilas): 1-888-299-1188 

o National Crisis Line: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

o Veteran’s Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 (Press 1) 

o Text HOPELINE: 741741 

The Community Outreach Prevention and Education Coalition’s mission is to serve and support all 

people affected by mental health and substance use through education, intervention, and prevention. 

For questions on this event or to learn more about activities happening in your community, contact 

Heidi Pritzl at 715-477-3062. 
 
 

 

https://go.wisc.edu/80k4so


Hoan Alone
Personal Stories from the Bridge

Featuring Mary VanHaute's Story

 Wednesday, May 11, 2022, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Milwaukee's Daniel Hoan Memorial
Bridge is one of the city's most

recognizable landmarks...it is also a
site for suicides.  This animated

documentary explores the bridge and
suicide through three intimate

interviews.
 

 Following the short film Mary will lead
a discussion of her personal journey

as a loss survivor.
 

This film is appropriate for middle
and high school students, parents,

teachers, and administrators
 
 

For more information contact: Heidi Pritzl
Aspirus Koller Behavioral Health
 715-477-3062

If you would like to attend this event, you can register at: https://go.wisc.edu/80k4so

Virtual Film Screening

https://go.wisc.edu/80k4so

