Dear Parents,
As we get ready to send our children back for the 2021-2022 school year, there are a few updates that parents should be
aware of.
What is the Delta variant and why should I be concerned?




B.1.617.2 (Delta variant) spreads more easily and quickly than other variants, which may lead to more cases of
COVID-19.
An increase in the number of cases will put more strain on healthcare resources.
Children who cannot be vaccinated are at risk.

Why should I continue to have my child masking while at school?




When those who are not fully vaccinated consistently and correctly wear a mask, they protect others as well as
themselves. It is especially important indoor and in crowded settings.
Substantial or high transmission can put your child at risk of getting COVID-19 and can be prevented with mask
wearing.
If your child is a close contact to another student who tests positive and they were both appropriately wearing
masks, your child may not need to quarantine.

What is considered a close contact in schools?



A close contact is anyone that was within 6 feet of an infected individual during their infectious period for a
cumulative total of 15 minutes or longer over a 24 hour period.
In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of
an infected student if both the infected student and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore wellfitting masks the entire time.

What do I do if my child is a close contact?




If your child is not vaccinated or partially vaccinated, they will need to remain at home in quarantine for 10-14
days depending on your school’s policy.
If your child is fully vaccinated, they are allowed to come back to school as long as they remain symptom free
while monitoring for symptoms for 14 days.
All contacts should monitor for symptoms and should be tested 3-5 days after exposure.

What does fully vaccinated mean?


One is considered fully vaccinated if 2 full weeks have passed since they received their second dose of Pfizer or
Moderna or first dose of Johnson and Johnson vaccine.

Keeping our children in school is everyone’s goal; in addition, we want to keep everyone safe and healthy. The CDC
recommends that schools layer multiple prevention strategies to protect students, teachers, administrators, and staff, and
slow the spread of COVID-19.
Recommended prevention strategies are detailed below and include:
Promoting vaccination
Achieving high levels of COVID-19 vaccination among eligible students, as well as teachers, staff, and household
members, is the most critical strategy to help schools safely resume full operations. People 12 years and older are eligible
for COVID-19 vaccination.
Consistent and correct mask use
Masks can help to provide protection from COVID-19. Consistent and correct mask use is especially important indoors
and in crowded outdoor settings, when physical distancing cannot be maintained.

 Indoors: Mask use is recommended for all staff and students, regardless of vaccination status. Children under 2
years of age should not wear a mask.

 Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks outdoors. Unvaccinated people should consider wearing a
mask in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained, close contact with other people who are
not fully vaccinated.
Staying home when sick and getting tested
Students and staff who have symptoms of infectious illness, such as COVID-19 or the flu, should stay home and get
tested. Staying home when sick with COVID-19 is essential to keep infections out of schools and prevent spread to
others. If a person develops COVID-19 symptoms or is a close contact, they should get tested.

Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
Diligent attention to handwashing is critical to preventing the spread of COVID-19 and other infectious illnesses. Modeling
and practicing respiratory etiquette (covering coughs and sneezes) is another important tool to decrease spread of
illnesses including COVID-19.

Physical distancing
CDC continues to recommend that people who are not fully vaccinated maintain physical distance of at least three feet
from other people at school. Several studies from the 2020 – 2021 school year show low COVID-19 transmission levels
among students in schools that had less than six feet of physical distance when the school implemented universal
masking and other layered prevention strategies.2 With consistent and correct mask use, less attention may be paid to
distancing, and most school activities can resume without distancing constraints when masks are in place. Distancing
remains important where masks are not worn, including when eating.
Thank you for doing your part in keeping our kids in our schools.

COVID-19 Vaccine

For Ages 12 and Older:
WHAT PARENTS AND GUARDIANS SHOULD KNOW
Which vaccine can my adolescent get?

On May 12, Wisconsin
expanded COVID-19 vaccine
eligibility to include
adolescents age 12-15. This
means, anyone age 12 and
older can get protection
against COVID-19 through
vaccination.

Where can I learn more
about the vaccine?
Wisconsin COVID-19 vaccine
information:
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
covid-19/vaccine.htm
What to expect when you get
the vaccine:
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
covid-19/vaccine-prepare.htm
Benefits of getting vaccinated:
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/
2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccinebenefits.html

At this time, the Pfizer vaccine is the only vaccine
available for anyone age 12 and older. The
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are
only authorized for use in adults age 18 and older.

Why should my adolescent get vaccinated?
COVID-19 virus is always looking for a new person
to infect - that is how it survives - and the reason
why it spreads from person-to-person. By getting
vaccinated, your adolescent will be protected from
getting sick and reduce the chances of spreading the
virus to others.
Some adolescents and children can get very sick
from COVID-19, and may require hospitalization. In
rare cases, they may die. Medical experts are also
learning about the long-term effects of COVID-19
in children. One rare but serious condition
associated with COVID-19 is called multisystem
inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), and is
being closely investigated. One of the best ways to
protect your adolescent from the serious health
consequences of COVID-19 is to get them
vaccinated.
COVID-19 vaccines provide good protection
against known COVID-19 variants. The more people
who get vaccinated, the less chance the virus has to
mutate. Getting vaccinated is one of our best tools
to protect our health and stop the spread of the
virus. Getting vaccinated brings us closer to going
back to normal activities like playing sports and
having in-person birthday parties.

Is the vaccine safe for my adolescent?
The Pfizer vaccine has gone through the same safety tests and met the same standards as all
other vaccines authorized in the U.S. Millions of people have already gotten the COVID-19
vaccine safely and very few people have had any severe side effects. In fact, people are more
likely to have serious long-term effects from getting sick from COVID-19.
If you have more questions, we recommend you connect with your child’s primary care
doctor.
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WHAT PARENTS AND GUARDIANS SHOULD KNOW
How does the vaccine work?
The Pfizer vaccine is an mRNA vaccine. That means the vaccine contains mRNA which gives
your cells instructions on how to make coronavirus spike proteins. Those proteins then allow
your immune system to produce specific antibodies that defend against COVID-19. So if the
real virus enters your body, your immune system can fight it off to help prevent you from
getting sick.
mRNA vaccines do not put a weakened or inactivated virus into your body and cannot give
someone COVID-19. Your cells break down and get rid of the mRNA as soon as it is finished
using the instructions. The vaccine does not affect or interact with your DNA in any way. The
benefit of mRNA vaccines, like all vaccines, is that those who are vaccinated gain protection
against COVID-19 without ever having to risk getting hospitalized or dying from COVID-19.

Where can my child get vaccinated?
Check out Vaccines.gov, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) website, or call
toll-free at 1-844-684-1064 to learn where your child can get vaccinated.

What else should I know about the COVID-19 vaccine?

The vaccine is free
for everyone.

Some people have
post-vaccination side
effects. This is normal
and means your body is
building up the
protection that it gets
from the vaccine.

The Pfizer vaccine requires
two doses separated by 21
days. Make sure to mark
your calendar for your
second dose so your child
can get fully vaccinated.
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What do I need
to know about

wearing a mask?

Why should my family and I wear a mask?
They're effective at preventing the transmission of COVID-19.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has identified the Delta variant as a "variant of
concern."
It spreads easily!
Although more than half of Oneida County's population is now fully vaccinated, the virus continues to
spread through unvaccinated individuals which can lead to breakthrough infections in those who
are vaccinated.

When should my family and I wear a mask?
According to the most current CDC guidance:
Indoors: Masks should be worn indoors by all individuals (age 2 and older) who are not fully
vaccinated.
Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. However, particularly in
areas of substantial to high transmission, CDC recommends that people who are not fully
vaccinated wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained
close contact with other people who are not fully vaccinated.
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) supports CDC's
recommendation that everyone in areas with substantial and high transmission,
including fully vaccinated individuals, wear a mask in public indoor settings.

Does masking make a difference for my student?
Yes! If your student is a close contact to a positive case and both your student and the positive
student were masked and maintained a minimum of 3 feet of physical distance, they will not need to
quarantine.
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