Reopening

Places of Worship
Adapted from the Wisconsin Council of Churches
Travel by infected persons, even within their own community, can spread COVID 19. it is critical that churches take a role
in protecting the lives and health of Wisconsinites. Although the statewide Safer at Home Order is no longer in place, the
science and data supporting best practices for COVID-19 prevention have not changed.

Service attendance of 50 or less while maintaining social distancing is recommended. If
social distancing is difficult or not possible, consider online worship services only.
Have people spread out in sanctuary space with one family unit per pew; keep empty pews
between families.
If having in-person services, have a contingency plan for overflows beyond the approved
number of people.

Worship

Wear cloth face masks while at church.
Continue to postpone offering communion and other activities that increase contact.
Offer no-touch opportunities for passing the peace, collecting offerings, etc.
Continue to postpone singing in the sanctuary for in-person worships as cloth masks are
unlike to provide enough protection. (Singing is among the riskier behaviors when it
comes to spreading droplets/aerosols which can carry the virus.)
Offering a fellowship/coffee hour is not recommended. Continue encouraging people to
leave the building rather than mingling.
Life rituals (weddings, funerals, confirmations) could take place in a more traditional way,
with careful attention to guest lists so as to keep under the 50 person limit, and physical
distancing plans.

Small Groups &
Faith Formation

Offer opportunities for Bible studies and small groups to meet in person or online.
Offering Vacation Bible School in-person is not recommended.
Mission trips are not recommended; however this may be an ideal time to consider local
missions to assist organizations in need (food pantries, salvation army, etc).

Please adopt the best practice recommendations that pertain to your facility to help slow the
spread of COVID-19, and to protect your staff and members.
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Regular office functions may resume while maintaining social distancing and wearing
masks.
Clean and sanitize offices often with special consideration to high-touch surfaces.

Church
Business

Church councils and leadership teams of less than 10 may meet in-person while wearing
masks and maintaining social distancing, or continue meeting online.
Small churches (less than 50 members) may hold in-person membership meetings if official
business is required and social distancing is maintained.
Building users/renters may resume operations with a clear plan to address cleaning needs
and to observe gathering and distancing protocols.

Regular office functions may resume while maintaining social distancing and
wearing masks.
Maintain a good stock of tissue, soap, hand sanitizer and disposable paper towels
for drying hands.

Building Cleaning
and Sanitizing

Clean the building regularly and between user groups, paying extra attention to
high-touch surfaces.
- Use 1/3 C bleach to 1 gallon water to make up disinfecting solution. Use in a
spray or in your sanitizing bucket. Follow manufacturer guidance for other
disinfectants.
- Disinfect high-touch areas very often: entrance & exit doors, tables, elevator
buttons, water fountains, pens, etc.
If you become aware of someone in the church or a building user infected with
COVID-19, put your communication plan into action, and cooperate fully with
contact tracers.

CRITICAL
CONSIDERATION

High risk individuals (people over 60 and those
with underlying conditions), whether staff,
volunteers, or church members, should continue
to stay home.

Please adopt the best practice recommendations that pertain to your facility to help slow the
spread of COVID-19, and to protect your staff and members.
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